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UNCLAS STATE 070545 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRN, VE 

SUBJECT: PORT DETENTION SURCHARGE 

1. FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION (FMC) INFORMED DEPARTMENT 
THAT THE LATIN AMERICA PACIFIC COAST STEAMSHIP CONFERENCE 
WILL APPLY A SURCHARGE OF 10 PERCENT ON CARGO TO AND FROM 
MARACAIBO, VENEZUELA, EFFECTIVE MAY 1, 1974. 

2. IN ORDER FOR THE FMC TO MAKE EVALUATION OF SITUATION, 
DEPARTMENT REQUESTS EMBASSY FURNISH AN UP-TO-DATE 
REPORT ON CONDITIONS AT THE PORT OF MARACAIBO, AS WELL 
AS CONDITIONS AT THE PORTS OF LA GUAIRA AND PUERTO 
CABELLO, INCLUDING PORT CONGESTION, WAITING TIME, LOADING 
CONDITIONS, AND ANY OTHER IMPEDIMENTS TO THE RAPID 
DISCHARGE OF CARGO AT THESE PORTS. FMC PARTICULARLY 
INTERESTED IN INFORMATION REGARDING PRESENT OR ANTICIPATED 
POSITIONS OF FOREIGN-TO-FOREIGN CONFERENCES WITH RESPECT 
TO SURCHARGES AT THE ABOVE-NAMED PORTS. ADDITIONALLY, 
EMBASSY'S COMMENTS ON FUTURE IMPROVEMENTS WHICH MAY 
ALLEVIATE THE ADVERSE PORT CONDITIONS WOULD ALSO BE 
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